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Mrs. La Francesca is an Italian Consul in Buenos Aires. She 
has visited Italian prisoners in a number of Argentine prisons 
during the past two years. In the course of a discussion on 
human rights in Argentina, she noted that prison conditions had 
im proved c o nsiderably' during the first three months of th e 
Al fonsin administration . She noted there was a new director 
of the penitentiary system who was much more liberal than his 
predeces sor . She added that Rad ical Civic Union senators and 
dep uties were visit inf prisons and were pushing tor improve d 
c o nifi t To r s and ref orms , with success. She said the Italian 
prisoners had confirmed to her the improved conditions since 
the December inauguration of President Alfonsin. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. La Francesca also confirmed that the issue 
of missing ("disappeared") persons continues to be a hot 
political issue in Italy and continues to create a lot of work 
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for the Italian Embassy staff here. Moreover, Mr. La 
Francesca said that his Embassy's list of missing 
Italian citizens has doubled in the last year as more 
and more people step forward to tell about cases that 
had never been listed before. 

COMMENT: Mr. La Francesca's statement about the 

doubling of the list of missing Italian citizens 
confirms what human rights leaders have been saying for 
years--!. e., that there are more people missing than 
just those reported in the 1979 Permanent Assembly for 
Human Rights' list of missing persons (about 6,000 
names). The list-of— Pre sident Alfonsi n's National 
Commi ssion on the Disappearance of Persons had 8.42 6 
names on it as of March 26. h'e expect that list to 
be The most accurate ever publ ished , and the 
Com mission's work to Hoes not — see m to indicat e 

tha t a doubling of the Permanent Assembly's list «i 1 1 
r e suTtT END COMMENT. 
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